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17 de Novembro, Dia Europeu da Meméria. U dia em memiria das 25 milhdes de pessoas que perderam a vida na estrada
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DIA DA MEMÓRIA DAS VÍTIMAS DA SINISTRALIDADE RODOVIÁRIA

17/11/02: Cerimónia no Centro Cultural de Belém (12h-13h)

Esta é a primeira vez que se celebra em Portugal o Dia Europeu da Memória. O espírito desta homenagem pública em memória dos muitos milhares de portugueses que viram negado o direito à vida ou à saúde nas estradas pretende ser um reconhecimento, por parte do estado e da sociedade, da trágica dimensão da sinistralidade rodoviária no nosso país.
Como todos sabemos, esta não é a primeira vez que há motivos para  celebrar o Dia da Memória. Nos últimos quinze anos, morreram mais portugueses nas estradas que durante uma guerra colonial combatida em três frentes. Não nos interessa aqui responsabilizar este ou aquele agente, as estradas, os carros, os condutores ou o Estado. Devemos é perguntarmo-nos porque razão prevaleceu durante tantos anos o silêncio sobre esta guerra civil ignorada, esta epidemia escondida que é hoje a primeira causa de morte não natural em Portugal.

O automóvel não é apenas um eficaz meio de transporte. É um importante símbolo de liberdade individual e de estatuto social. Na perspectiva da ACA-M, o carro é também uma extensão mecânica de nós próprios e um veículo de comunicação entre os utentes das estradas. Mas, quando é usado como uma arma de agressão contra o próximo, torna-se o protagonista de uma cultura de violência. Do mesmo modo, quando as estradas, em vez de proporcionarem segurança e conforto à nossa vida, são concebidas como armadilhas que nos podem ser mortais, tornam-se um meio hostil - um verdadeiro campo de batalha.
Portugal tarda a aproximar-se dos números de sinistralidade aceitável para muitos governos europeus. Alguns países instituíram já como horizonte a morte zero - que significa simplesmente que uma infra-estrutura de transporte, para que funcione eficazmente, não tem de contemplar o sacrifício mortal dos cidadãos. Dito de outro modo, não é necessário que alguém morra numa curva para que ela seja identificada como um "ponto negro". Dito ainda de outro modo, não é preciso que a morte, a invalidez, a dor e o sofrimento sejam o obrigatório efeito colateral do transporte rodoviário. A sociedade portuguesa tem o direito - e o dever - de decidir quantas vidas está disposta a sacrificar em nome de um mal compreendido e mal gerido projecto de modernização da sua rede de transporte.

Mas o fenómeno da sinistralidade rodoviária, sendo particularmente grave em Portugal, preocupa a Europa como um todo. Em cada dia que passa, cerca de 150 pessoas morrem nas estradas europeias, 5.000 são feridas. Há mais de 40.000 mortes por ano na União Europeia. O preço em termos de perda de vidas humanas, de dor, de cuidados médicos, de destruição material, só tem paralelo nas situações de guerra.

A sinistralidade deve ser olhada como uma epidemia que os estados e as sociedades têm dificuldade em controlar e aplacar. O Papa João Paulo II propôs recentemente que o Dia Europeu da Memória se transformasse em Dia Mundial da Memória. Há que perceber o sentido desta proposta: se, durante o século XX, morreram tantas pessoas nas estradas como na IIª Guerra Mundial, o século XXI promete ser tanto ou mais mortífero, nos países em vias de industrialização acelerada. Dentro de poucos anos, a morte nas estradas passará de nona para terceira principal causa de morte em todo o mundo.

O século XX foi um século de contradições e este que o prolonga não o promete ser menos. Foi um século de prodígios na tecnologia e na ciência. Foi também um século de crimes. Por vezes, os mesmos instrumentos que eram usados para atingir o bem, resultavam também em alavancas do mal. O mesmo ditador que mandou para a morte milhões de pessoas foi também um dos mais notáveis construtores de auto-estradas. Os mesmos veículos que serviram para encurtar as distâncias foram também utilizados como armas violentas. O automóvel, a estrada, podem ser maravilhosos auxiliares para facilitar a vida dos seres humanos. Mas então, o que aconteceu? Como chegámos ao ponto em que vinte e cinco milhões de vidas foram ceifadas? E como podemos inverter a situação? A ACA-M não tem soluções mágicas para oferecer a ninguém. Mas consideramos que o reconhecimento público do problema é já um importante primeiro passo. Porque este será o momento em que nós, que somos parte do problema, tomaremos consciência de que podemos ser parte da solução.

Vinte e cinco milhões de vidas. Um número impressionante, mas sem nome. E no entanto cada uma dessas vidas tinha um nome. Tinha um nome, amigos, família, projectos de futuro. A violência com que as vidas são destruídas nos desastres rodoviários causa traumas insuplantáveis, onde a dor, a culpa, a revolta e o desânimo modificam para sempre - e raramente para melhor - quem a eles sobrevive, quem os presencia, quem neles perde um ente próximo.

O conluio de silêncio que cai sobre a morte nas estradas faz parte de um processo de vitimização colectiva, e de corrupção da memória. Por isso, acreditamos que falar das vítimas, com dor, com saudade, com revolta, é mais que uma terapia individual. É uma profilaxia colectiva.

Por isso, hoje viemos aqui lembrar essas vidas perdidas, e evocar alguns dos nomes de pessoas concretas, reais, que mereciam estar hoje vivos, ter prosseguido os seus projectos de futuro, em vez de se terem extinguido às mãos de uma violência sem nome e sem reconhecimento de culpa.

Manuel João Ramos

(Presidente da ACA-M)

Patrocínios e agradecimentos

Prevenção Rodoviária Portuguesa

Automóvel Clube de Portugal
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Centro Cultural de Belém (Ministério da Cultura)
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Departamentos de Marketing de vários jornais e revistas nacionais e regionais

Estatísticas Sinistralidade 2002

	Acidentes c/ vítimas

	
	2000
	2001
	01/00
	2002
	02/01

	Jan
	3.373
	3.357
	-16
	3.199
	-158

	Fev
	3.395
	3.171
	-224
	3.056
	-115

	Mar
	3.432
	3.199
	-233
	3.510
	311

	Abr
	3.134
	3.262
	128
	3.255
	-7

	Mai
	3.591
	3.462
	-129
	3.586
	124

	Jun
	3.995
	3.763
	-232
	3.607
	-156

	Jul
	4.430
	4.043
	-387
	3.958
	-85

	Ago
	4.089
	3.915
	-174
	3.843
	-72

	Set
	3.903
	3.565
	-338
	
	

	Out
	3.914
	3.497
	-417
	
	

	Nov
	3.461
	3.633
	172
	
	

	Dez
	3.442
	3.654
	212
	
	

	Acum. Jan/Ago
	29.439
	28.172
	-1.267
	28.014
	-158

	Total
	44.159
	42.521
	-1.638
	
	

	Média mensal
	3.680
	3.543
	-137
	
	


	Vítimas mortais

	
	2000
	2001
	01/00
	2002
	02/01

	Jan
	117
	110
	-7
	103
	-7

	Fev
	134
	115
	-19
	119
	4

	Mar
	146
	138
	-8
	150
	12

	Abr
	106
	97
	-9
	124
	27

	Mai
	123
	92
	-31
	106
	14

	Jun
	136
	123
	-13
	107
	-16

	Jul
	181
	137
	-44
	157
	20

	Ago
	166
	132
	-34
	126
	-6

	Set
	168
	107
	-61
	105
	-2

	Out
	134
	122
	-12
	100
	-22

	Nov
	120
	152
	32
	
	

	Dez
	98
	141
	43
	
	

	Acum. Jan/Out
	1.411
	1.173
	-238
	1.197
	24

	Total
	1.629
	1.466
	-163
	
	

	Média mensal
	136
	122
	-14
	 
	 


	Feridos graves 

	 
	2000
	2001
	01/00 
	2002
	02/01

	Jan 
	489
	529
	40
	327
	-202

	Fev 
	536
	534
	-2
	339
	-195

	Mar 
	534
	509
	-25
	446
	-63

	Abr 
	541
	482
	-59
	349
	-133

	Mai 
	599
	476
	-123
	425
	-51

	Jun 
	619
	539
	-80
	398
	-141

	Jul 
	672
	529
	-143
	495
	-34

	Ago 
	698
	517
	-181
	432
	-85

	Set 
	601
	425
	-176
	278
	-147

	Out 
	565
	391
	-174
	330
	-61

	Nov 
	511
	429
	-82
	 
	 

	Dez 
	553
	437
	-116
	 
	 

	Acum. Jan/Out
	5.854
	4.931
	-923
	3.819
	-1.112

	Total 
	6.918
	5.797
	-1.121
	 
	 

	Média mensal
	577
	483
	-93
	 
	 

	Feridos leves

	 
	2000
	2001
	01/00 
	2002
	02/01 

	Jan 
	3.889
	3.874
	-15
	3.871
	-3

	Fev 
	3.939
	3.741
	-198
	3.695
	-46

	Mar 
	4.063
	3.774
	-289
	4.292
	518

	Abr 
	3.918
	3.842
	-76
	3.913
	71

	Mai 
	4.238
	4.147
	-91
	4.320
	173

	Jun 
	4.828
	4.441
	-387
	4.512
	71

	Jul 
	5.490
	5.005
	-485
	4.879
	-126

	Ago 
	5.257
	5.019
	-238
	5.011
	-8

	Set 
	4.657
	4.363
	-294
	3.870
	-493

	Out 
	4.581
	4.297
	-284
	3.573
	-724

	Nov 
	4.086
	4.300
	214
	 
	 

	Dez 
	4.060
	4.444
	384
	 
	 

	Acum. Jan/Out
	44.860
	42.503
	-2.357
	41.936
	-567

	Total 
	53.006
	51.247
	-1.759
	 
	 

	Média mensal
	4.417
	4.271
	-147
	 
	 


	Total de Vítimas

	 
	2000
	2001
	01/00 
	2002
	02/01 

	Jan 
	4.495
	4.513
	18
	4.301
	-212

	Fev 
	4.609
	4.390
	-219
	4.153
	-237

	Mar 
	4.743
	4.421
	-322
	4.888
	467

	Abr 
	4.565
	4.421
	-144
	4.386
	-35

	Mai 
	4.960
	4.715
	-245
	4.851
	136

	Jun 
	5.583
	5.103
	-480
	5.017
	-86

	Jul 
	6.343
	5.671
	-672
	5.531
	-140

	Ago 
	6.121
	5.668
	-453
	5.569
	-99

	Set 
	5.426
	4.895
	-531
	4.253
	-642

	Out 
	5.280
	4.810
	-470
	4.003
	-807

	Nov 
	4.717
	4.881
	164
	 
	 

	Dez 
	4.711
	5.022
	311
	 
	 

	Acum. Jan/Out
	52.125
	48.607
	-3.518
	46.952
	-1.655

	Total 
	61.553
	58.510
	-3.043
	 
	 

	Média mensal
	5.129
	4.876
	-254
	 
	 

	Índice de Gravidade

	 
	2000
	2001
	01/00 
	2002
	02/01 

	Jan 
	3,5
	3,3
	-0,2
	3,2
	-0,1

	Fev 
	4,0
	3,6
	-0,3
	3,9
	0,3

	Mar 
	4,3
	4,3
	0,1
	4,3
	0,0

	Abr 
	3,4
	3,0
	-0,4
	3,8
	0,8

	Mai 
	3,4
	2,7
	-0,8
	3,0
	0,3

	Jun 
	3,4
	3,3
	-0,1
	3,0
	-0,3

	Jul 
	4,1
	3,4
	-0,7
	4,0
	0,6

	Ago 
	4,1
	3,4
	-0,7
	3,3
	-0,1

	Set 
	4,3
	3,0
	-1,3
	 
	 

	Out 
	3,4
	3,5
	0,1
	 
	 

	Nov 
	3,5
	4,2
	0,7
	 
	 

	Dez 
	2,9
	3,9
	1,0
	 
	 

	Média. Jan/Ago
	3,8
	3,4
	-0,4
	3,6
	0,2

	Média total
	3,7
	3,5
	-0,2
	 
	 


Fonte: DGV

I can summarise what happens in the various countries:
 

· Switzerland: Dedicated services in the cathedrals of Lausanne (in french) and of Zuerich (in German) 

· France: Laic manifestation by AFVAC in Paris 

· United Kingdom: Dedicated services and pryers in 30 churches through all the country and manifestations. 

· Italy: Special services in various churches 

· Vatican: Inclusion of this theme into the Angelus pronounced by the Pope, His Holiness John Paul II and retransmitted in all the world (see FEVR web) 

· Netherlands: Special service in a church in Amsterdam. 

· Austria: Special ecumenical service in the cathedral of Vienna and outside (see picture on FEVR web) 

· South Africa: Various services in Johannesburg 

· Spain: ? 

· Portugal: Your action 

· Israel: Publication of a prayer by the Chief Rabin (see FEVR web) in Jerusalem 

· Luxembourg: Commemoration in the cathedral of Luxembourg 

· Germany: Service in the cathedral of Viersen 

· Greece: Orthodox service in a church in Athens 

· others...
The services and commemorations include a variety of single actions: prayers, exhortations, specially written songs and poems, messages or testimonies given by victims etc... The Commemoration is also used to invite people to drive more safely and more respectful of the safety norms.
 

From now on we will make a systematic collection of all what happens during this Day.
Marcel Haegi, president of FEVR
UK SERVICES FOR EUROPEAN DAY OF REMEMBRANCE FOR ROAD VICTIMS
 17TH NOVEMBER 2002
Aberdeen North Church of St Andrew, Queen St, at 4pm, Contact Rev. Graeme Muckart Tel: 01224 646429

Ashburton, Devon, St Andrew’s Church at 3pm Contact: Ken Williams Tel: 01837 531111

Bath, Manvers St Baptist Church, 6.30pm Contact: Barbara Shrubsole Tel:01225 832968

Bolton, Lancs, St Peter’s Church, Belmont, at 3pm Preacher: Bishop of Bolton, David Gillett Contact: Revd David Jones Tel: 01204 811221

Cambridge, Emmanuel URC Church, Trumpington Street, City End at 3pm Contact: Daphne King Tel: 01223 361925 

Castle Carey, Methodist Church (A ‘Churches Together’ Service)  at 6.30pm  Contact: Rita Taylor Tel: 01963 359044

Coventry Cathedral, at 3.00pm.   Contact Tina Low tel: 02476 544850 (eves/weekends)

Ely Cathedral,   at 2pm on Saturday, 16th November.  Contact: Rev Nick Woodcock Tel:01353 660335

Glan Conwy, N.Wales St Ffraid’s Church at 5pm Contact: Revd Christine Ower Tel:01492 583099

Guildford, Holy Trinity Church, 6.30pm Contact:Parish Secretary  Tel: 01483 567716

Hereford Cathedral, at 3.30pm Preacher: Dean of Hereford, Very Revd. Michael Tavinor) Contact: Jackie Boys Tel: 01432 355248  

Kidderminster, St Ambrose R.C. Church, Birmingham Rd, at 6.30pm  Contact: Rosemary Dalley Tel: 01299 266059

Leeds Parish Church, (St Peter’s) at 3pm  Contact: Carole Whittingham Tel: 01484 401622

Lichfield Cathedral, 3.30pm Contact: Canon Charles Taylor Tel: 01543 306140/306100

Lincoln Cathedral, on Sunday, 3rd November, at 3pm.  (‘Churches Together in All Lincolnshire’) Contact: Revd John Cole Tel: 01522 520984

Liverpool, Parish Church of St Nicholas, Pierhead, at 3pm Contact: Pauline Fielding Tel: 0151-3426381

London, St James’s Church, Piccadilly, 2.30pm  Contact: RoadPeace Office Tel: 0208 838 5102

Manchester, Cross Street Unitarian Chapel at 2.30pm Contact: Sandra Dutson Tel: 0161 7073546

Milton Keynes, The Church of Christ the Cornerstone, at 6pm Contact: Sister Mary Slaven 
Tel: 01908 505720

Nelson, Lancs., St John’s with St Philip’s Church, 3pm . Contact: Susan Sainsbury Tel: 01282 705968

Newcastle, Brunswick Methodist Church, at 10.45am Contact: Deacon Eunice Attwood Tel:0191 2321692

Norwich Cathedral, at 3.30pm Preacher: The Bishop of Norwich  Contact: Alison Howard Tel: 01603 881385 

Pershore Abbey, Worcs. at 4pm (part of Evensong) Contact: Julia Wright Tel: 01386 710848

Ripon Cathedral, at 3pm  Contact: The Cathedral Office Tel: 01765 603462 

Skelmersdale, St Paul’s Church, at 11am Contact: Margaret Highton Tel: 01695 727804

Sheffield, Upper Chapel, Unitarian Church, co-hosted by Sheffield Interfaith Churches Together at 6.30pm Contact: Revd. Geoff Usher Tel: 0114 2767114

Stoke-on-Trent, St Peter’s Church, Evening Communion Service at 6.30pm Contact: Revd. Edgar Ruddock Tel: 01782 845287

Swindon, St Augustine’s Church, Rodbourne at 3pm Contact: Revd Tony Attwood Tel: 01793 491454

Whittlesey, Peterborough, St Mary’s Church at 3pm  Contact: David Zirker 01733 350320

Special Prayers will be said at Evensong on November 17th at:

Westminster Abbey : Westminster Cathedral : St Paul’s Cathedral

Press Release

20 October 2002

European Day of Remembrance and Hope

for Road Traffic Victims

On 17 November 2002 – the third Sunday in November

Acts of Remembrance and Memorials to road traffic victims

This Remembrance Day has become established, both in Britain and Europe, as the day on which all those killed and injured in road crashes are remembered, together with their families, and all others affected or involved in the aftermath.

Services will be held in places of worship and various acts of remembrance take place throughout the UK and many other European countries.  And schools have been asked to highlight the risks from road danger and remember road victims during lessons or assemblies in the week leading up to European Day of Remembrance and Hope.

On 17 November, RoadPeace is launching an internet memorial site.  This site (www.roadpeace.org/internetmemorials/index.html) will provide an opportunity for families and friends of those killed to place photographs and written passages of commemoration on the web, in tribute to their loved ones.  It will also highlight road death and injury as a national disaster wasting unique and irreplaceable lives.

RoadPeace has also recently launched an appeal for a National Memorial to Road Traffic Victims - to give road victims much needed public recognition of their loss and suffering, a focal point to lay flowers on special days such as this, and to raise awareness of the continuing yearly disaster of 3,500 people killed and 500,000(*)(**) injured on our roads, most of them young, our future generation.

Brigitte Chaudhry, National Secretary, said:

“RoadPeace and its members welcome the growing support for this Road Victim Remembrance Day, which we believe has an important role to play in highlighting personal and communal impact and loss.  The Internet Memorial will offer an additional opportunity for commemoration in a personal and individual way.”

“We hope that the Remembrance Day and the planned National Memorial and Internet Memorial Site will make a serious contribution to the reduction of road danger and therefore to safer roads for all in the future.”

contd

Contacts:
RoadPeace office 020 8838 5102
Zoe Stow 01491 642 857


Brigitte Chaudhry 020 8964 1800
Rita Taylor 01963 359 044

Notes to Editors:

(*) the number of injuries according to hospital figures, as per TRL report 173

(**) official figures are based on police not hospital data and are shown to be seriously underestimating the real situation

· The internet memorial website will be launched on 17 November with 12 case histories.  With 3,500 road deaths each year, this site has the potential of becoming an important tool in raising awareness of the insanity of seeing these largely preventable deaths as mere accidents.

· A list of 30 special remembrance services in the UK, with contact numbers of the coordinators, is attached or can be found on the RoadPeace website: www.roadpeace.org
· While the UK has taken the lead in promoting and observing this Road Victim Remembrance Day since RoadPeace established it nine years ago, this day will also be observed in many other European countries - Austria, The Netherlands, Luxembourg, Spain, Portugal and others.

· The London service at St James’ Piccadilly will be attended by the Mayors of some 15 London Boroughs and the London Mayor’s Road Safety Ambassador, beside representatives of the emergency services and many other organisations.  All London MPs have been invited to the service.

· There are plans to make this day World Day of Remembrance for Road Traffic Victims.  Worldwide, over one million people are killed on the roads and 30 million are injured - this equals 3,000 killed every single day (a virtual Trade Centre Tower!) and 30,000 injured daily.

· The president of the World Bank described road safety as “an issue of immense human proportions, and issue of immense economic and social proportions and an issue of equity”.

· In 2001, the European Parliament passed a resolution in respect of road casualty reductions across the EU: “We must stop viewing road safety primarily as a matter of telling road users to pull themselves together.  Instead, we must, as in aviation for example, develop systems to prevent the damage which human error can cause…the number of fatalities and injuries on Europe’s roads is not something which is predetermined.  We must, however, make this issue a political priority.”

Press Release

27 July 2002

August: National Road Victim Month

‘Road deaths and injuries shatter lives’

Appeal for nationwide support for the recently launched fund for a National Memorial to Road Traffic Victims
During Road Victim Month in August, RoadPeace, the national charity for road traffic victims, will begin a nationwide appeal for support – from individuals, organisations and companies – for the recently launched ‘Memorial Fund’ in aid of a permanent memorial to road traffic victims in Central London.

Throughout August, various events will also be held - to commemorate road victims and draw attention to risks from road danger and need for action.

Observed as National Road Victim Month for the fourth year, August was chosen because of the anniversaries of death, on 17 August, of Bridget Driscoll, the first ever road victim and, on 31 August, of Diana, Princess of Wales.  A further reason was the fact, that during this holiday month there is an increased risk of children being injured or killed while off school and of holidaymakers being involved in a road crash.

The ‘Memorial Fund’ was launched on RoadPeace’s 10th Anniversary Conference at Westminster on 6 June 2002.  Lord Falconer, Home Office Minister responsible for victims, and Ken Livingstone, Mayor of London, pledged their support at that conference, and further pledges and donations have been received since then.

In Britain, some 500,000 people have been killed and 30 million injured since the first road death in 1896, which means that road death and injury represent a phenomenon which is likely to affect most citizens in their lifetime, either directly or indirectly as relatives and friends.  The ongoing disaster has been described as “a humdrum holocaust – the third world war nobody bothered to declare” in Autogeddon.

Brigitte Chaudhry, National Secretary, said:

“The absence, so far, of any public memorial to this huge victim group is astonishing.  Like the victims of rail crashes and other disasters, road victims too need a focal point, for expressing their loss and grief, and as a reminder to others that this disaster can be prevented.  We are therefore delighted with the support and hope that London will soon have such a monument erected, to commemorate the lives lost on Britain’s roads over more than a century and give hope for the future.”


Zoe Stow, RoadPeace Chair, said:

“A National Memorial would be a recognition of this national tragedy, which affects all of us directly as a victim or indirectly as a result of the cost to society, and to remind us of the fact that everyone can contribute to reducing the terrible and largely preventable toll of death and disability by using our roads more responsibly.”

Ends

Notes to Editors:

Main events during August:

A red flag, created from fragments of red material contributed by bereaved and injured road victims and detailed in any way felt appropriate, will be part of all the August events.

It is also planned that the flag will be hoisted by Ken Livingstone, the Mayor of London, outside the new City Hall on a date to be confirmed, to mark his and Transport for London’s commitment to reduce road casualties in the Capital.

· 6 August 2002, 1.30 for 2pm

Opening of the ‘RoadPeace Memorial Garden’ at the Grange Community Centre, Pilgrim Drive, Beswick, Manchester, in memory of two young Manchester women, Jodie Webb and Joanne Greenwood, killed on 6 August 2000 by a dangerous driver

· 10 August 2002, 1.30 for 2pm

‘Dedication of trees’ ceremony at the RoadPeace Wood, part of The National Memorial Arboretum, Croxall Road, Alrewas, Staffordshire

· 17 August 2002, 1.30 for 2pm

Flower laying at Crystal Palace, London, the scene of the first UK and world road death in 1896, that of Bridget Driscoll, a Croydon mother

· 30 August 2002, 12 noon

Flower laying ceremony at the Diana Memorial, near the Marriott Hotel, Queen’s Square, Liverpool, followed by a reception at the hotel

· 31 August 2002, 1.30 for 2pm

Stand and be Counted – RoadPeace’s monthly hour-long vigil opposite St Stephen’s entrance, House of Commons, Westminster, on the 5th anniversary of death of Diana, Princess of Wales

White carnations will be distributed in memory of the nation’s and London’s growing number of road traffic victims

Throughout the month, RoadPeace members will distribute leaflets, organise library exhibitions and displays, to publicise Road Victim Month and the Memorial Fund.

Contacts:
RoadPeace office 020 8838 5102
Zoe Stow 01491 642 857


Brigitte Chaudhry 020 8964 1800
Rita Taylor 01963 359 044


re RoadPeace Wood
Julia Wright 01386 710 848


re Liverpool event
Margaret Highton 01695 735 315
For The way I see it in NW Press

Plans for a national

road victim memorial

Brigitte Chaudhry welcomes support

for this overdue landmark

Public memorials to people killed in the course of violent events, disasters and wars are common throughout the world and Britain has a vast number of commemorative memorials in the capital and the regions.

On the second anniversary of the Paddington rail crash, in which 31 people were killed, a memorial was unveiled at Ladbroke Grove, NW London, in a ceremony led by the Bishop of Kensington.  The £300,000 cost of the monument was reported as having been shared by the Government, Railtrack and the two railway companies involved.  A newspaper report quoted the sculptor, who had also produced the monument at the site of the 1988 Clapham Junction disaster, as saying:  “The monument is big and bold, which is what the relatives of those who died wanted.  They have been keen for a memorial which is symbolic of the horror of the tragedy…I hope the relatives will be comforted by what has been created.”

As for deaths in road crashes, Britain can claim the dubious honour of starting the global road casualty epidemic 106 years ago with the death of Bridget Driscoll at Crystal Palace on 17 August 1896.  Carnage of terrifying proportions had begun with that first road death, claiming over one million lives worldwide year after year – the equivalent of the 3,000 Trade Centre tower victims every single day!

In Britain, some 500,000 people have been killed and 30 million injured, which means that road death and injury represent a phenomenon which is likely to affect most citizens in their lifetime, either directly or indirectly as relatives and friends.

The ongoing disaster has been described as “a humdrum holocaust – the third world war nobody bothered to declare” by Heathcote Williams in his book Autogeddon. 

The absence of any public memorial to this huge victim group is astonishing.  For the victims of road crashes, which our charity represents, this is yet another very obvious and public message that their tragedies, compared to those of the victims of rail crashes and other disasters, do not matter and are not worth acknowledging, the more hurtful because of the manifest unfairness.

Road victims too need a focal point for expressing their loss and grief – at anniversaries and special events, such as during August National Road Victim Month or the Day of Remembrance for Road Traffic Victims on the third Sunday in November.  And the nation needs such a memorial as a reminder that this national disaster does not need to go on and that it can be prevented.

Like Budapest, Milan and Rimini, London will finally have such a monument erected, to commemorate the lives lost on Britain’s roads over more than a century.

RoadPeace launched a National Memorial Fund at a major international and inter professional conference in Westminster’ marking our charity’s 10th anniversary, on 6 June 2002.  Lord Falconer, Home Office minister for victims and Ken Livingstone, the Mayor of London, have pledged their support at that conference, and pledges and donations have since begun in earnest.  Transport for London (TfL), who have a target of reducing the 300 road deaths in London and the 44,494 reported injuries, with all associated enormous costs to Londoners, have pledge £10,000, a substantial ‘first memorial brick’.

A Memorial Committee is being set up, which will have all relevant professions represented to ensure that the long-overdue Road Victim Memorial will represent a fitting “statement of our collective desire to halt the epidemic that has plagued our streets”, as Jenny Jones, GLA member, put it in her article on the memorial in the Guardian of 5.6.2002.

If you wish to contribute to the memorial plans, offer support or donate to the Fund, please write to RoadPeace, Memorial Fund, PO Box 2579, London NW10 3PW.

Brigitte Chaudhry is the founder and national secretary of RoadPeace, the national charity of road traffic victims, whose headquarters are in Harlesden.

The charity’s helpline is open seven days a week from 9am to 9pm on 020 8964 1021

Remembrance Day for Road Traffic Victims, 18 November 2001 -

speech by Brigitte Chaudhry at the Service at St James’s Piccadilly

When, eight years ago, RoadPeace decided to establish a Day of Remembrance for Road Traffic Victims, we quite deliberately chose the Sunday after National Remembrance Sunday. We wanted to make it easy for everyone to remember this day, but also to draw attention to this war, the permanent civil war on the roads, with war-like casualties and equally profound consequences for families and society.

The proximity of the days makes it almost inevitable that we look back to the previous Sunday. 
Last Sunday, besides honouring those who lost their lives fighting in the last century’s wars, the victims of the 11th September New-York-terrorist-attack were remembered during the 2-minute silences throughout the country. The American Ambassador was invited to take part at the remembrance ceremonies in Whitehall and the families were considered.

As it should be, the response to the New York disaster, which is said to have claimed up to 3,000 victims from 50 nations, was, and still, is tremendous.

“Your pain is our pain, Your loss is our loss” and “Justice not vengeance” were the messages in papers and magazines, all of which reported the events over and over again. A mass memorial service, attended by 26,000 people, took place a fortnight later. Impromptu memorials were held all over the city. Walk-in crisis centres were set up by the Red Cross. The Foreign Office set up a helpline and teams of consular staff, British police officers and counsellors were made available for the 200 or so British victims.

I do not need to recount all that the government have done, and are doing since then, to respond to the deaths and to prevent a recurrence.

Why is all this relevant to our Remembrance Day today? Because daily 3,000 people lose their lives needlessly on the world’s roads - a Trade Centre tower virtually going down every single day. Since 11th September, 68 such towers have collapsed, killing 200,000 people of all ages, but mostly the young, needless deaths, which none of the nations concerned can afford to lose, and should not have to lose. According to Prof Ian Roberts, a paediatrician, “this year 300,000 children will die on the world’s roads, with millions seriously injured”. The annual global road death toll is now one million, with 30 million people injured.

So we do have to ask ourselves, why it is that none of the politicians in any of the afflicted countries take any serious action to avert this mass disaster, or even do acknowledge it? Why the media are not keen to cover the issue? Maybe Ian Roberts’ views are relevant here, when he says: “As in most wars, propaganda is an important weapon. It is not in the interest of those who sell road transport, to allow road danger to become a public issue…The idea that governments and the motor industry are responsible is not for public consumption”. He finds that even the health sector ignores the road trauma epidemic, and goes on to say: “As for journalism, although residents’ efforts to improve road safety feature in local papers, it is unusual to encounter a serious analysis of road danger in national news media.” He ends with a warning about the future: “By 2020, road crashes will have moved from ninth to third place in the world disease ranking…If we overlook this carnage, it will be the propaganda coup of the new millennium.”

It is precisely because the scale is increasing, that we must take urgent action. So far it has been largely left to the victims to bring road death and injury onto the agenda, but we are weakened by our tragedies and unsupported financially, so it is a continuous struggle. This is not only unfair, especially when compared with the support and action shown in respect of other disasters, it is also short - sighted as well as irresponsible towards the many potential future victims. 

But awareness is slowly growing. While on one hand we had senior officials speak against implementing speed cameras, we have heard the President of the World Bank describe road safety as ‘an issue of immense human proportions, of immense economic and social proportions and an issue of equity’. We have also had the European Parliament pass a resolution this year, unanimously, on wide-ranging proposals to reduce road casualties across the EU. Here is a very encouraging quote from their report:

“We must stop viewing road safety primarily as a matter of telling road users to pull themselves together. Instead, we must, as in aviation for example, develop systems to prevent the damage which human error can cause…the number of fatalities and injuries on Europe’s roads is not something which is predetermined. We must, however, make this issue a political priority.”

This is where the governments of the various countries, and especially the Transport Ministers, have a vital role to play.

Various improvements are also gradually being introduced for  road traffic victims – Impact statements, Police family liaison, access to some information or evidence, participation in some meetings and consultations. But as long as the law continues to treat the majority of culpable road deaths and injuries as irrelevant, there will not only be no deterrent, but the suffering of road victims will be magnified by the lack of justice. So we are appealing to everyone to support a change of law. (and funding provision for RoadPeace.–should have said!)

We are very glad to have at this service so many local dignitaries, representatives of government, the police, emergency services and related organisations, our patrons, the clergy and many others, who have all given up their Sunday to be here.

We are glad that so many churches are holding special services today. Nationwide, 31 services have taken place, are taking place at this moment or are going to take place later in the day. In London two other services were held this morning – at a Swedish church and a Unitarian church in Islington. Many other places of worship are remembering road victims in their prayers.

For many churches this day is now in their annual diaries and for this we are particularly grateful. We already know that Coventry and Canterbury Cathedrals are going to hold services next year.

The prayers, music and singing at this service bring us great comfort and we thank all those who are contributing. Many thanks to Isabel for all her hard work in arranging this service and coordinating the events of this Remembrance Day.

Followed by a 2-minute silence, the names of victims will now be read out.

They too, like the victims remembered last Sunday, represent unique and individual lives, that can never be replaced…
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