WHY Victim organisations ?

The reason for road victim organisations being set up from the 1970s onwards - in the United States and throughout Europe - was the steep rise in road traffic injuries and the fact that victims were left completely neglected and without assistance or help.

Furthermore, victims suffered twice over when the legal process offered no real justice.

Governments should take initiatives to protect victims’ rights, improve their position in the criminal justice system, guarantee fair compensation, and provide medical, social, psychological and juridical assistance to them. But indeed very few governments have committed themselves during the 20 years of FEVR existence to improve the situation of victims and also have  largely failed to enforce road traffic laws in a sustainable way.

So victim organisations have been moved to fill the void left by government failures. 

Many of the national European organisations which are joined under the umbrella of FEVR have as their aim to raise awareness of the plight of road crash victims, and are committed to offering assistance to victims and to advocate for measures to prevent a repetition of tragedies. Prof Haegi FEVR founder and president, who sadly died in 2004 had said that “ if governments faced up to their responsibilities, there would be no need for victim associations and that we were effectively campaigning for our own extinction.”

We know from our work with and for victims and the global road casualty situation that the day when we are no longer needed is very far off and that on the contrary, FEVR needs to expand further to embrace victim organisations from more European countries, and to collaborate with more from beyond Europe.

Who are we? What is FEVR?

FEVR was formally founded in Geneva in July 1991, with the objectives to promote assistance to road victims at international level in Europe, work for prevention of crashes and strengthen contacts and collaboration between road victim associations from the various countries.

FEVR member organisations are European victim organisations, which act at national level, with their activities depending on the particular situation or problems in their own country, but also on their organisations’ manpower and financial resources.

Most road victim advocacy NGOs offer ongoing assistance to victims - often through a help line, through information written from the perspective of victims, and through person to person support, including escorts to court hearings and meetings, if and when this is possible. 

They hold regular events, such as conferences, seminars or lectures, special days as the World Day of Remembrance every third Sunday in November.

They also campaign - they feel they are forced to campaign - on issues of road victim treatment, justice or rather lack of justice, and on road danger issues.
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